America250 Community Art Showcase

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Celebrating America’s 250th Anniversary Through Art

Presented by VFW Post 1676 in partnership with Project 412

Overview:

This year marks America’s Semiquincentennial—the 250th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence. To commemorate this moment, VFW Post 1676 in
partnership with Project 412 invites artists of all ages to share their creativity through a
community art exhibition exploring what America means to them.

Awards:

First Place: $1500

Second Place: $750

Third Place: $500

People’s Choice Award: $750

Submission Requirements:

Open to artists of all ages.

No entry fee to participate.

Accepted mediums include painting, photography, sculpture, collage, digital art,
mixed media, and more.

Artwork must be original to the participant. Use of Al-generated artwork is not
permitted.

Each submission must include an artist statement (50-100 words) describing the
artwork and/or its connection to America’s 250th anniversary theme.

Display Requirements: 2D artwork must be ready to hang. 3D artwork must be
stable and safe for public display. Maximum size of artwork is: 36" x 36"

By entering, artists grant permission for their name and submitted artwork to be
used for promotional purposes related to the exhibition and event.

Reasonable care will be taken in handling artwork however organizers are not
responsible for loss or damage.

The VFW reserves the right to exclude any submission considered inappropriate,
political, or not aligned with the spirit of celebrating America’'s 250th anniversary.
All submission decisions are at the discretion of the contest organizers.
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Judging Guidelines:
A panel of judges will evaluate submissions based on the following criteria:

Interpretation of the theme and relevance to America’s 250th anniversary
Thoughtfulness of the artist statement

Adherence to submission requirements and guidelines

Artistic effort and attention to detail

Submitted artwork must promote respectful community engagement appropriate
for a public, family-friendly exhibition.

Organizers reserve the right to exclude work that cannot be safely displayed.

All judging decisions are final.

Timeline:

June 4, 2026 - Call for Art - Submissions Open

July 12, 2026 - Application Deadline (Submission does not guarantee exhibition
placement. Organizers reserve the right to exclude work that cannot be safely
displayed.)

July 17,2026 - Artists notified of accepted submissions and delivery instructions
Week of July 20, 2026 - Artwork delivery to Detroit Lakes City Park. Artists will
receive scheduled delivery instructions. All artwork must be delivered by 3:00pm
on Saturday, July 25, 2026.

July 26, 2026 - Art in the Park Event (9am - 3pm) — People’s Choice voting closes
at 2:00pm.

Award recipients will be announced Sunday, July 26 at 2:10pm.

Artwork must be picked up by 3:30pm on Sunday, July 26, 2026

Selected art entries will be on display at the VFW Post 1676 through August 31, 2026.

Questions? Email Hello@Project412mn.org
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